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Thoroughbred industry centered on Plateau

Some of the state’s
top breeders occupy
1,000 acres here

By Diexxis Box
T Cogrter=Meradd

Thoroughbred horses. have Jong been an
integral part of the Plateaw life, but today. the
rcehorse breeding industry represents the
Inrgest concentration of farms in the state.

A guick inventory of farms on the: Plaems
inglude’ Mary Lou and Terry Griffin's farm,
Lriflin Place in Bockley: Debbie and Rick
Pabat's Blee Bibbon Farm, also’in Buckley;
Mina and Bon Hagen's Bl Dorado mm Enum-
claw, Quak Crest Farm owned by Jack Hodge,
vige-president of Emerald Downs; Barbars
Ratclifi™s Coal Creek Fuorm: Croch-Mate Thor-
oughbreds in Enumclow, owned by Tohn and
Doris Koneeny and too many others o list.

"There is oo question the Plareas is the cen-
ter for Thomughbred breeding farms inc the

stife,” sccording 10 Ralph Macca, president of
e Washinmion Breeders Associanon, “There
are very successiul forms in other places, but
the Platean s where (he most action s, 5o
many pood horses have come out of aur =ale
[rom thot anea ™

One of the top horses bred on the Plaleaw
wourld have 1o be Chinook: Pass, foaled in 1979
af Déwaine Moore's Rainier Stables i Enam-
claw, located where Thunder Mountzin Middle
Schood 15 located wday, Chinook Pass won the
1983 Longacres Mile and the same vear the
peldmg was given the Eclipse Award as the top
sprinter of the vear, Chinook Pass was honored
ps the Woshington Horse of the Year both in
1982 and '83. The son of Mative Bom is sixth
o the all-time Washinglon-bred carmings list
with S480,073_

Another big winner that ook b= first bieath
on the Plateau is Mary Lou Griffin’s Rings A
Chime. The grade | winning mare is fourth an
the all-lime eamning list with $606.3135,

Ciher notable winners from the area includes
Belle of Rainier, Maokors Mark, Tali'slucky.
busride and. most recently. Fost Parade, bred at
Caech-Mate.

The 4-vear-old Fast Parade has earned
5461,873 and the gelding has risen o 1040 o0
the all-time list.

Thoreughbred breeding is demanding and
financially challenging, atracting those with
both the toughness to hold wp during rough
vears and an fanate ability to understand
horses,

Mary Lou Griffin has been breeding horses
since 1976 and went full ime in 199]. The
Giriffins recently expanded their farm 10072
acres and Griffin Place is home to 10 mares,

“1 think 1000 a reully good number for us,”
Ciniffin sawd, ©1 have ome mare whe is retired,
she is 24, and two others are 23, They nell us
when they are ready o retire,”

It-1akes a centain touch 1o be a successful
breeder and the Plaleau B home to many.

Nina Hagen ar El' Dorado has brought some
of the wop sirés in the sue 1o the ares inchad-
ing Tribunal, Cahill Bogd and Free At Last

Wacca said about 1,000 gcres on the Plateau
pre dedicated 1o breeding and raising Ther-
oughbreds,
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Phoio by Denres Boe

Campanita and her colt Free At Last enjoy sunny days at
Griffin Place in Buckley.



